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STORIES OF AN AFRICAN PRINCE 1 

BY JOHN A. LOMAX 

YORUBA TALES 

On one of my several visits to the State Normal and Industrial 
School for Negroes, at Prairie View, Tex., I met Lattevi Ajaji, a 
young African prince, the lineal heir to a kingdom, in area about 
as large as Texas, containing a population of more than three 
million blacks. He came into my room quietly, and stood with some 
embarrassment before me, as erect as a soldier, while I questioned him. 
Although plainly ill at ease, his dignity was impressive. His bright 
eyes met my look squarely, and he gave my questions prompt, thought- 
ful answers. He had not learned to dissemble any more than has a 
wild animal suddenly taken captive. "Do your people sing?" I 
asked him. "Oh, yes!" — "And have they stories?" — "Yes." — 
"Will you write out for me those you can recall?" — "Yes, professor." 
— "Where did you learn the stories?" — "In Africa," he answered. 
"You know we stay much out of doors. At night the people sit in a 
ring around a large fire made to frighten away wild beasts; "and as they 
sit there, it is customary for each person to tell a story to entertain 
the crowd. These stories I am about to write for you I heard over 
and over again while I was a child. There are many, many, stories 
like them in Africa." 

I shall read Ajaji's stories as he has written them out; but first I 
will tell you briefly what I know of him. He is now a student at 
Tuskegee, in Booker Washington's school, and he belongs to the 
Yoruba people, who live north of the Gulf of Guinea, in West 
Central Africa. His grandfather is the present king of the tribe. 
Ajaji came to Texas to study agriculture, particularly cotton-growing. 
Four years ago Professor Hoffman, a graduate of Tuskegee, brought 
him to this country. Professor Hoffman, in the employ of the Ger- 

1 Address of the retiring President, delivered at the Annual Meeting of the American 
Folk-Lore Society, held in Cleveland, O., December, 1912. 
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man Government, had been teaching agriculture to the natives. As 
Ajaji's tribe do] not have money, the boy was a charge on Texas, after 
he came to the State, though, doubtless, some of the expense fell on 
Professor Hoffman. Ajaji plans to marry a Texas negro girl after he 
is through college, and take her to Africa. 

Seventy years ago, some missionaries reduced the Yoruba language 
to a written form. Ajaji wrote in the Yoruba tongue the stories I 
shall now read to you, and then translated them into English. 

It may be of interest to include an abridgment of Ajaji's account 
of his life as he wrote it out for me : l 

I was born in Lagos, West Africa. I was taken away from my mother 
when I was two years old, which I was sent to a place called Grand Popo. 
I stay there with my father's relatives until I was six years old. During 
this time I was put under a man who duty is to train a boy they expect 
to become a ruler of that country some day. We have to be trained as 
a rough rider; know how to shoot the bow and arrows, without missing a 
single thing you shooting after; sleep naked; swim. 

I staid there until I was twelve years old, and went back to see my people 
in Lagos. After I got there, I did not feel like leaving them ; I stay about 
two or three years. All of that time I wasn't doing anything but playing. 

Well, it was one day when a friend of mine that I missed for some time 
came to me if I want to be a farmer. That he heard of a foreign man 
talking about how to farm; not only that, but how to raise everything on 
the farm. That impressed me so that I asked one day the boy waiting 
on him to get me as his pantry boy. He told me that he would find out and 
let me know. The next morning about nine o'clock he told me that he 
want me to be the pantry boy, but I have to travel with them. I told him 
that was alright. He took me to Professor Hoffman that evening. Some- 
how, he took an interest in me. And he told his steward to take me to a 
native tailor to make me some more gowns, and some of the Africa's 
trousers. 

When I received an answer to that letter was to get ready and go to the 
ticket-office and get my passage-ticket for England. And he explained 
where to changed, also how to travel. I was the happy little fool ever born 
in the town of Lagos. I got every of my friends enthuse about coming with 
me. But I told me I am sorry, but they must wait until I get here; then I 
will recommend to my master. And he will no doubt send for them, if 
they want to come. I started May the 27th. 

I have no idea that I was going to see any negro in America, but white 
people. As we anchored in the harbor who can I see but a person black like 
myself. I jumped out to speak to him in my native tongue, which he 

1 As far as possible, I have retained Ajaji's idiom, spelling, and punctuation. 
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didn't even know what I was talking about. I believe he must have 
thought that I was going crazy. When I found out that he could not speak 
my language, I went back into the ship when I heard that Professor Hoffman 
want them to bring me to the city. 

After that, professor sent me some of the American's clothes, such as 
underwear, new shirt, new shoes, collar and tie, and a straw hat. I wasn't 
use to any of these things. He now knowing that I didn't know how to put 
them on, he dressed me up himself. But I declared the shoes, collar and 
tie, I suppose worries me to death. The collar seemed as if I was choking 
myself. High-heel shoes throws me down at time I made a move. Pro- 
fessor Hoffman wanted me to see the town. He took me along Canal Street. 
All along the way, I was fallen and getting up, fallen and getting up, until 
I have to go back to the place I was staying. I didn't want to put them on 
the next day; I wanted to go barefooted, naked. But I was told by pro- 
fessor that everybody in America wear clothes, and that I have to keep it 
on until I get use to it. So which I did. 

When we reached the college I was made acquainted with the teachers 
and their wives. And some schoolboys that remain here after school closed 
to work for the summer. They were the best years I have ever spent in all 
my life. I was a friend to the whole school, from the board of directors, 
faculty, down to the work hands. I was more interested in the girls than I 
was with the boys on the campus. And every summer, I am always doing 
something to get few change for pocket use, and also to go off and see my 
college friends. At the end of fifth year I was graduated, and hated to see 
my friends leave me, hate to leave my classmates and schoolmates. And at 
the same time, it was sad and sorrow for me to tell them good-by. 

I. THE ELEPHANT AND THE ROOSTER 1 

During our forefathers' time, an Elephant 2 was known as the largest 
animal amongst the other animals, strong and brave, and also they 
thought that he ought be called the "King" of all the beasts. 

But one day Elephant was walking in thick woods, he met a Rooster 
by the way, and he asked him who he was. And the Rooster said 
to him, " I'm a little bird that walk on two feet, sharp quill to pick 
the ground with so as to get the bugs and worms." Then said the 
Elephant, "Oh, yes! I have heard so much about your picking the 
ground. Tell me how many acres of land can you pick in an hour?" 
— "About ten acres," reply the Rooster. "That's nothing, I could 
do twice as much as that in a second." 

Before an Elephant through talking, there came a hungry Tiger, 
looking terrible, and wanted to know what's the matter with them. 
But he want to jump on that Rooster to devour him. But Elephant 

1 Very unlike Kipling's story, "How the Elephant got his Trunk." Most of the[other 
stories have been made familiar by Joel Chandler Harris. 

* I follow Ajaji's custom of writing the names of animals in capitals. 
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would not allow him. Therefore, he went on and left two of them 
there, disputing on their subject. Few minutes afterwards, the Roost- 
er said to the Elephant, "It is not a nice thing to stand up here dis- 
coursing. But let us try and see who will win." Before starting, 
Elephant made a promise that if Rooster can beat him picking the 
ground, he shall give him his whole house and his wife. 

They started. About half an hour, Rooster through with five 
acre of land whilst Elephant has not complete one-third of an acre. 
But after Rooster got through with his, in a certain hour he promised 
to be through. As he was going back he found an Elephant under a 
tree, tired and sleepy, without getting through with half an acre. 

Rooster woke him and asked him if he believes what he can do. 
Elephant said, "Yes." Rooster ask for what Elephant promised him, 
but he didn't answered him. Then Rooster got mad, and jumped on 
him, and pecked him at his nose. Then his nose start swollen up, 
kept swollen up till it hang down, which we called this day an Elephant 
snout. Rooster is the one the cause Elephant nose to look so long, 
long. If not, Elephant shall have nose just like the other animals. 
And at the same time he didn't get to be the King of the beasts. 

2. THE ELECTION OF THE KING OF ANIMAL 

All the animal gathered to elect their King. But it was said that 
either Lion or Elephant will be chosen as the King. Before the election 
they have to run a race. The one that wins will get the King. But 
Elephant knowing that he couldn't run, he said that he ought to be 
the King, because he is strong and can do many things that Lion 
couldn't do. And at the same time the Lion replied that he can do 
anything that that great big Elephant couldn't do. He can roar and 
let the earth shakes, run and fight at any time. And that Elephant 
couldn't do anything but drink up a whole river up, if they let him. 
Why Elephant went on telling some of the things he is able to do. 
Suddenly Lion cut him off and said, "Let's run and gets through." 
They line up; Rabbit is the judger. First Elephant ahead; after a 
short while Lion was ahead. Then Elephant stop. And said, "You 
can have it." The Lion was chosen as the King of the beast. After 
that, Lion and the Elephant hard to get along. They always try to 
fight one another, but they afraid of one another. Then come Rooster, 
and said to Elephant, "I knew that you not any count. You re- 
member when we picking ground?" Elephant said in a rough voice, 
"You little scoundrel ! If you don't get away from him, he is going to 
eat him up." It ends in this way, that Elephant and Lion was after 
all a good friend. They can't do without one another. Even Ele- 
phant run the throne by telling Lion what to do. This shows us that 
before you can become anyone's friend, you have to go in hard work 
or trouble. So end the election for the day. 
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3. THE MAN AND THE RABBIT 

There was one day when a man dug a large spring for his own use. 
But every day he go there to get some water, he'll find it stirred up, or 
he found the water all muddy. He said to himself one day that he is 
going to set trap and catch who always come and bother my water. 
He had this trap fix for next morning that night, and he took [it] 
there and set it where he think the thief would get into it. That 
evening the Rabbit went there to drink some water, and found this 
trap stood near the spring. 

Rabbit thought it was a man, and he said to the trap, " If you don't 
get out of my way, I'll give you a slap!" And this thing didn't 
move out the way. Finally the Rabbit hit the trap and his right 
hand stick there; and said the second time, "If you don't turn my 
hand loose, I'll hit you with the other one." Well, he keep on till he 
have all of his body stick against the trap. The next morning the man 
went to see about his trap and found a Rabbit on it. He took the 
Rabbit to the house, and ask his wife what must he do with the Rabbit. 
His wife told him to put the Rabbit in his large field for few days, so 
they can decided what to do with him. When the man ready to put 
Rabbit in his field, he began to cry, saying, " Please don't put me there, 
because some animal will eat me up." Rabbit didn't mean that at all ; 
he just want to get in there. 

The man put him in there anyhow; and Rabbit said to him, "This 
is my father's land." Then he picked ran and left there. That's 
why we always see Rabbits in a prairie ; if not, Rabbit will be one of 
those animal that stay in the jungle. 

4. THE GORILLA AND THE MOTHER 

A mother of a Gorilla was watching her little baby one day, who just 
start to walk. The young Gorilla would walk for few minutes and 
fall, walk and fall. The mother so proud of him, and said to herself 
that that was the best looking child she ever own. She called at him, 
and said, "Son, you looking just fine; everything was nice on you; 
but you don't walk straight enough." The young Gorilla said to her, 
"Dear mother, if you would show me the straight way, I will promise 
you that I will walk in it." The mother try, but even could walk any 
better than her child. Therefore we get out of this that example is 
more better than preception. And ever since then we have been 
trained to walk straight, not to walk like Gorilla. 

5. THE MAN AND HIS PIGS 

A man had some Pigs. He has not special place for them to stay. 
They were wild Pigs. They roamed everywhere for something to eat. 
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So one day this man left home without breakfast. But he wife pre- 
pared it and left it in his working-place for him. These Pigs always 
go there. When they went in there, they found this breakfast. And 
they ate up. The man came back hungry, asked his wife did she 
fix anything for breakfast. She said yes, she fix it, but his Hogs ate 
it up. So they next day these Pigs went in there; he ran them off. 
But they seems not to understand their master. So one day this man 
fix for them. He put some water on the stove, until it start to boil 
almost. Just about that time one of these then went in there, and the 
other one just coming. But this first one was scalded by his master, 
and he began to growl, growling, and growling. The other met these 
one by the way, and asked what his^trouble. He said, ' ' Some one throw 
hurt water on me." Then the one that didn't get hurt, turned by 
saying, "Do, do, idols do; do, do idols do; because I am so lucky, 
thank the idols." And turned back to their place. I meant they 
found themselves some place ever since. Ever since then we know 
how to be in our places. 

6. THE BEAR AND THE FOX 

One day, a Bear met a Fox by way with a dead meat, and he asked 
Fox where did he get the fish from? Old Fox answered him and said, 
"Brother Bear, I caught the fish in that river." Bear asked him, how 
did he catch it? He told Bear that he stock his tail in the water, and 
he let it stay there till he feel something biting him, before he pulled it 
out. There is a fish tangle to the end of his tail. He told Bear to go 
and do the same thing. So Brother Bear went there and stock his 
tail in the water for about five minutes; he feels something catching 
whole of his tail. Then he start to pull his tail; he couldn't get it 
out, and pulled hard, and got his tail cut into two. When Bear start 
to pull his tail, Fox stood on the bank of the river, and commence to 
laugh at him : and when he got his tail cut, Fox ran off, and left him 
there. That why Bear and Fox never agreed together or didn't 
like one another. That's why Bear now got his short tail. 

7. THE TWO ROOSTERS 

In a little village, a man had two Roosters. And he placed them 
together in one cage. They were friends. They lived together, eat 
together, until a Hen happen to come in the village through a neighbor 
house. They then start to quarrel about this Hen. Finally, it came 
up that they should fight. If either one of them beat, or who ever 
whip, that one will get the Hen for his wife. They continue ; one of 
them got whipped and felt ashamed of himself. Whilst the one that 
whipped the other one flew upon a high wall, and showing himself to 
the world, and calling himself the champion of the world. Whilst he 
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was up there, an eagle came there and pick him away with him. Then 
this other one came and said, "Yeh, you whipped me, and you miss 
the Hen for your wife too." That's why we must not overdo a thing; 
if we do, we won't get along. 

8. THE FOX AND THE BIRD 

A little Bird was learning how to fly by her mother. One day the 
little Bird said to her mother that she believe that she can fly by herself 
now. Her mother trust her and warn her to be careful or else an old 
Fox that jump on her father will be glad to get her. And told her not 
to get on the ground or else this Fox will get her. And that the Fox 
will say some good thing about her, just to try to get her down to eat 
her up. 

This little Bird went flying; directly was tired resting on a tree. A 
Fox who was so hungry passing by and happen to look up this tree 
and saw this Bird on the tree, and said, "Good-morning, Miss Bird, 
how are you to day?" And she said, "I am feeling well." Then he 
said, " I know you feeling well, because you look so nice, glossy, and 
you talk so nice. Won't you come down and walk here with me?" 

The little Bird began to sing, " Don't think you going to make a fool 
out me and eat me up, because I have heard about you. So farewell." 
Then she flew away. This Fox didn't know what to do; he was so 
hungry until he made up his mind to eat this Bird up. He follow 
this Bird; watch just where she going to stop. She forget to do what 
her mother told her. And she get on the ground; by that time the 
Fox was there and jumped on this little Bird and killed her. Whilst 
sitting down enjoying this Bird, he swallow some of this bone and got 
choked. All of the his neck was swollen, about to die; then on his 
way home he met a Crow by the way and ask him to push his head into 
his throat and pull this bone out. Crow said, If I save you, you going 
to jump on me and eat me up." Old Fox say, "No." And Crow 
said to him, "Alright, stretch your mouth," and he push his head into 
his mouth and pulled this bone out. He pretend as if it was two 
bones in his throat. And he said, "Finish pulling them out." By 
the time Crow was fixing to put his head in there again, Fox thought 
the Crow had put her head in his mouth ; he tried to bite his head off. 
And the Crow jumped up and flew away. By that time a hunter 
came and shot at the Fox and killed him. That shows us from that 
time that no wrong can be done in this world that you won't get the 
reward of it. 

9. THE MAN AND THE GHOSTS 

One day as it was gradually getting dark, he saw a man pass so 
quick that haven't any head on. About few minutes after that the 
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spirit returned again and stood under a tree that was right before 
his house. 

This man got up and went into the house and start to peeped through 
the grass house, just to see what the headless man was going to do. 
Just about that time there come another one with baby in his hand, 
which two of them start in this man's house. He had every door 
locked, but by some way they got in. The man was so scared that 
he could hardly move. 

He went to the back of the house. He didn't see anything. He 
left the house, and went to the fortune-teller house, and tell him what 
had happens and also what he had seen. The fortune-teller was known 
to be called Baba Lano. This fortune-teller went to his god and asked 
them in which he returned and said, "Is nothing but his father that 
has been dead came around to see him ; also his mother that was dead 
few months afterwards." Then he also said that he might come to 
take him over. Or come there to guard his house. Ever since this 
man had seen a ghost, if he is at home, without any one, he will 
jumped if he happened to hear anything make list bit of noise. Even 
in the crowd. He sit down and everybody keep quiet. He will always 
jumping, until they thought that he was going crazy. From that time 
the word "crazy" begins. By being nervous and quick to keep things, 
memory will bring to people the idea of craziness. 

10. THE ASS AND THE DRIVER 

An idol is to be moved from one the temple to the other through a 
town. In passing through this town, people were kneeling and bowing 
for the idol. They put the idol on the back of the Ass. In bowing to 
this idol, the Mule whose back this idol rides on, thought that the 
people were worshipping him. So he stop and get bigotive, and 
wouldn't move any more. When the driver found out, he went up 
there and hit him right on his back and there the Ass commence to 
kick and pitching, and let the idol fall and break its neck. The 
driver took a splinter and nail it back and carried it in his hand into 
the temple. The Ass at that time found out that the people stopped 
bowing and fallen before him. So he found out that is a bad thing to 
take the credit that due to some one else. (This is just a short one.) 

II. THE RABBIT AND THE FOX 

One day a Rabbit and Fox met together. One said, "Hello," and 
the other one said, "Hello." Finally Fox said, "I bet I can beat you 
doing one thing." Rabbit said, "What?" He said, "Well, I can 
beat you climbing up a tree." Rabbit said, "That's alright; I can 
beat you running, too." Fox said, "I don't believe you." Rabbit 
said, "Let's start." 



Stories of an African Prince 9 

Fox knowing that he couldn't run as fast as a Rabbit, he said, "Well, 
let's do mine first." He just trying to catch Rabbit and eat him up. 
But Rabbit and Fox stand up there long time disputing. Directly 
there come a hunter and shoot at them but missed them and both 
starts run. Why Rabbit was about a mile almost from Fox. They 
did not get to see one another until three days after all. "Well, we 
did meet again," said Rabbit. Fox was so hungry that he want to 
jump on Rabbit. But Rabbit, knowing the plan of this Fox, he said 
to him, "Mr. Fox, you look like you almost drop dead." Then Fox 
said, "Yes, I am so sick as I can be." About few second he fell down 
as if he was sure not off dead. Rabbit thought he was dead for the 
fact; start to walk on off when the Fox take a leap and grab Rabbit, 
and tore him to pieces. This comes that is hard in this world to 
believe anybody. That's where we got the idea of deceiving people. 

12. THE FLY AND THE ANT 

The Fly and the Ant had a big discussion one day about how they 
make their living. First, says Fly, that among all the flying birds he 
suppose he is the only one can go anywhere without any one disturb- 
ing him. He said the first seat in the church was his; he admitted in 
the court; even that he can be crown as a King. But he didn't care 
for it, because he always sit at the shoulders of the King. And he 
think that that enough for his can. And that he doesn't have to 
work before he live in this world. 

By that time Ant study just what to say. As soon as he was 
through, Ant said, "It is true that you don't have to work, because 
you flying around; but to be invited to a King house, to different 
entertainment that's another big thing too." Then Ant also said, 
that she work and get her something to put up, for when the sun too 
hot he can be able to eat. But she doesn't believe in waiting until 
she invited, before she can look for anything to eat. That's why we 
must depend on ourselves, not on others. We got that lesson from 
ants. 

13. THE DEVIL AND HIS FRIEND 

One day a man sitting down by himself in a little hut where there 
was no one but him. There he saw a man with a long tail and two 
horns on his head came to him and spoke to him. And asked to stay 
with him. The man accommodate him. He staid there until they 
become a thick friend. It was one day they were at their dinner 
eating and the food was so warm that the man blow it in order to keep 
it cool. The next day the food seemed as if it was too cool for him. 
Then he blew his breath on it and this Devil asked what that for; 
and he said the food was too cold and he want to warm it. Then the 
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Devil got up with angry and said as he was walking along that he is 
the man that never tell the truth. He told him one thing to-day and 
next time he told him another, got angry and left right and the middle 
of the dinner. That the first man Devil ever caught telling stories. 

14. THE TWINS 

Two boys were known to be twins, their father and mother dead. 
And they have no one to take care of them. They were about four 
years old. One day the elder one said to his brother of his, that as 
they haven't any one to look for them he is going to look out for 
himself. And his brother said to him that he would like to do the 
same thing, but he likes to travel. They bid one another good-by, 
and the little one start on his journey. 

The elder one went about twenty-four miles from home, and build 
him a large house, married, and he had a parrot, which he put on top 
of his house to notify him if any danger will occur, in order that he 
may prepare for the danger. But when this parrot happen to be 
hungry, or see any bird, she make all kind of noise. And this boy 
will rushed out, and see nothing. By doing so every day, the boy pay 
no more attention to the parrot. But one day the parrot saw a group 
of bad animal coming towards this house and the parrot made all the 
noise she could, but nobody pay no attention her. Finally these animal 
went in this house and jump on this boy and his wife and they eat 
them up. 

That's why we should [not] listen to a deceiver some time. Since 
at that time the world begin with its fooling people. Or else we 
wouldn't know anything about temptation. 

15. THE FAMINE AND THE SPIDER 

One day in a little town where there is nothing to eat but hot water. 
And in that village there was a Spider, with three wives and four 
children. But in those days Spiders were made like a human being. 
But during this famine, everybody in that village have to drink this 
hot water. But Spider claim to be tired of it. He said to himself one 
day that "I'm going to fine me something to eat." In fact he started on 
his journey, with a large bag hanging on his shoulder. As he was going 
along through the woods, he looked toward his left and found a stream 
of water with a large palm-tree which bear lots of kernel nuts. And 
will ripen. He jumped in this water and swim towards the palm-tree. 
He climb to the top, and start picking some of these kernel nuts. 
About two or three of them happen to dropped into this stream of 
water, and Spider jumped into it, looking for these nuts. And with 
his surprise, he found himself in a strange house, and a fierce looking 
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man. And who said in a rough voice, "What do you want here?" 
And that startle Spider. With trembling voice he related all of his 
trouble to the man. And the man said to him, "Take these two pots, 
and said to them, 'Do what you can do; let me see,' and they will 
show you." Spider have not reach halfway home, when set these pots 
down by the side way and began to repeat these words. In his 
surprise he found a native food called "iyau;" in another, called 
"obe." He sat down, and eat them with satisfaction without any 
remembrance of his wives and children. After he got through he took 
them into his house and hid them, because he didn't want anybody to 
see it. But when he return from his journey his wives and children 
were so glad to see him, and they serve him some of this water. He 
refuse it, and told them that he is old and wise and he could stay 
hungry all the time. So they must go and drink that hot water. He 
said the same thing every day. But his wives knew that he brought 
something with him from where he returned, but they didn't know 
where he place it. So they watched him and found out where he put 
these thing. And order these pots; with their surprise, they found 
these food appear. They called their children and sat down and eat 
it. Then they went around and found some basket and a large clay 
dish and repeat these word three time, and they fill out these basket 
and also the dish ; and after they are through they bore a hole in each 
pot, and that will not produce no more food for Spider. In a few 
minutes after they through, Spider came in with hope that these pots 
going to give something to eat. One of his child brought him some 
hot water, but he wouldn't drink it. He went where these pots 
are and repeat these words, but nothing doing. He said it must 
have been because I'm dirty; I'm going swim. He went; about two 
minutes he came back and repeat these words, but all in vain. He 
found out that they all has hole in them; they couldn't supply him 
any more of that food. He ran to his wives and asked for that hot 
water. And he drank about two buckets full. That evening he 
started toward this stream again, and swim to the palm-tree, and 
began to pick these palm-nuts and threw few of them into this water 
himself. Then he jumped in it and went to this same house, and the 
man ask him what did he want. He related his trouble the second 
time, and the man gave him a long whip, and told him to say the same 
word he used for those pots. Spider with joy have not reach halfway 
home he lay the whip down and repeat these word. When that whip 
started poor Spider hollah ; made so much noise, but in vain. A bird 
happen to pass by and said "Stop" before the whip could [be] stopped. 
Spider took the whip with him to his house and went all round the 
town and invite, King and Queen, rich men, poor men, blind men, and 
also his own wives and children, to come and have some supper with him. 



1 2 Journal of American Folk-Lore 

That evening nearly everybody in that town came to Spider house and 
he locked them up in his large room and went out himself and told 
the King to said those words, and the king repeated after him. Oh! 
the whip start and whip every one in that room, killed some of them 
and they broke the door and ran out. Then they jump out and beat 
Spider, till he burst to a little insect with eight legs crawling on the 
wall from then to this modern days. 

l6. A KING AND HIS DAUGHTER 

A King who have no more than a child. And this child was a 
girl. He so devoted to her, that he didn't want any one to marry 
her. And that he like to sit down and look at her. Everybody in that 
country liking the girl. But they afraid to go to her father and say 
something about her to him. The King had a house built, which 
was three stories building. He put the girl way on the third floor. 
Just to keep some one from bothering her. The fellow that was des- 
perately in love with her, went to the King's house to look for some 
work. The King asked him can he work. He said, "Yes;" and that 
he can cook almost anything. He also have to wait on the King 
and also on the girl. The King asked his name. He told the 
King that his name was private. And went to the King's daughter, 
and she asked of his name. He told her that his name was Pea-soup. 
It was one day when the King asked him to cook him some pea-soup, 
and he did. The King thought he was a pretty fair fellow and trust 
him with his daughter. But when the cook serve this girl some of that 
soup, and the girl was through drinking it, he jumped on the girl and 
fool with her and the girl commence to cry and making noise, saying, 
"Pea-soup, Pea-soup." Her father thought she was sick, and came 
up there and found this cook fooling with his daughter. And the cook 
jumped running down and the King was telling the watchmen to put 
their bow and arrows down and catch private, and they thought the 
King said their privates, and commence do that whilst the cook ran and 
pass by them without knowing. That why, whenever you have a 
daughter, don't think she is too pretty for anybody to marry ; rather 
give her to them, or they will get her by force. After that he married 
her. And they live a happy life. 
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